ZAMBIA SPORT FISHING ASSOCIATION
SENANGA INTERNATIONAL FISHING COMPETITION 2008
15th ANNIVERSARY

RULES & REGULATIONS

CAPTAIN’S MEETING:
SENANGA SAFARI LODGE, FRIDAY 4th JULY AT 1800 HRS

COMPETITION DATES:
SATURDAY 5th, SUNDAY 6th & MONDAY 7th JULY 2008
VENUE:


SENANGA SAFARI LODGE, SENANGA

REGISTRATION:

FROM 1500 HRS, FRIDAY 4th JULY 2008




(Signing of indemnity forms, boat registration & fishing licence, 





ZSFA membership)

1.
Each team shall consist of not more than THREE (3) competitors.  A change of competitors in a team after entry must be notified at Registration on Friday 4th July 2008.

2.
All entrants MUST be members of the Zambia Sport Fishing Association and MUST be in possession of a valid Department of Fisheries Angling Permit.  All BOATS MUST BE REGISTERED with the Department of Maritime & Inland Waterways, Ridgeway, Lusaka (this regulation does not apply to foreign entrants).

3.
Each team shall select a Captain who shall be responsible for the observance of all rules and shall represent the team on any matter requiring the attention of the officials.

4.
The Officials reserve the right to inspect, test or examine all boats, fishing tackle and fish submitted as part of the “catch” to ensure fair play and proper observance of the rules.  On shown a Yellow Flag a boat MUST stop and be boarded for inspection.

5.
Any team refusing a request to inspect, test or examine their boat, fishing tackle or fish before or during the competition shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the competition.

6.
All scaled fish caught will be accepted as part of “the catch”.  However, the following MINIMUM WEIGHT & LENGTH  restrictions will apply:

· NEMBWE BREAM

-
15 INCHES
· TIGER FISH


-
2.0 KGS

· OTHER SCALED 

-
12 INCHES
No undersized fish will be allowed on the boat.  ONLY ONE undersized Tiger Fish will be allowed for bait purposes.  Any competitor submitting undersized fish for official weighing will be DISQUALIFIED for that day.  A test scale will be provided for competitors use and each team will be provided with a ruler.  Only ONE TIGERFISH BELOW 2 KG will be allowed at the weigh-in.  If more than one underweight Tiger Fish are brought to the test scale then 2 kg per one underweight Tiger Fish will be deducted from the total tiger weight, which in turn will affect the over-all weight.  Please note that we have changed the minimum weight of Nembwe and non-Nembwe to a measurement.  Each team will be provided with a ruler to measure their bream thus ensuring no undersized fish.
7. ONLY fish caught during the competition, using rod, line, spinning, trolling or bait fishing during the prescribed hours will be accepted for the purpose of the competition.

NO Kapenta, fresh or dried, is allowed to be thrown on the surface of the water 

(i.e. chumming).
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8.
ONLY ONE rod, line and lure per competitor (i.e. THREE (3)) may be used at any one time during the competition.  Spare fishing equipment will be allowed.  MAXIMUM breaking strain of line allowed is EIGHT (8) KGS or SIXTEEN (16) LBS ONLY.  The officials reserve the right to test any competitor’s lines at random.  LEADER OR TRACE may be used with a maximum length of THREE (3) METRES.  The penalty for use of heavier line and/or longer trace or leader is a nil return of catch for that day.  In the event of a team consisting of only TWO (2) competitors, a third rod will be allowed (i.e. THREE (3) rods per team/boat in the water at any one time).

9.
2007 CATCH SYSTEM
· Nembwe Bream of 15 inches or more will be allowed with a MAXIMUM of TWELVE (12) to count per day per team.

· Tiger Fish of 2.0 kgs or more will be allowed with a MAXIMUM of FIVE (5) to count per day per team.

· Other Scaled Fish of 12 inches or more will be allowed with a MAXIMUM of THREE (3) to count per day per team.


All fish caught to the above specifications will count towards the TOTAL CATCH WEIGHT  i.e. the winners will be the team with the highest total weight over three (3) days.  The Z.S.F.A. encourages all competitors to use the “catch and release” system for any undersized fish caught.

10.
As promised last year, we have fully integrated “catch & release” into this year’s competition.  Dead Tiger Fish will be the ONLY species that count for full weight towards the overall total.

Nembwe and non-Nembwe will be weighed, checked and released, live, back into the river.  If any fish, other than Tiger Fish come to the scales dead or in a poor condition, unable to be revived, then those fish will only count for 50% of the actual weight of the dead or dying fish.


So, please ensure that your live wells are in good working order.


A special “catch & release” additive for the live wells will be provided for all teams.  This will help prevent the fish from becoming too stressed by keeping them slightly sedated.  Instructions for the use of this will be discussed at the Captain’s meeting.

11.
Please take note of the CHANGES IN THE WEIGH-IN SYSTEM.


All teams shall remain with their boats and the fish to remain in the live wells.  The weigh master will call the teams one at a time to come up to the weigh station to register and weigh their catch.  Only once the fish have been weighed and checked will the next team be called.  Please be patient and enjoy a cold beer or drink until it is your turn to be called to the weigh station.


The main idea of this is to create a smooth weigh-in by preventing congestion and therefore placing the fish under the minimal amount of stress as possible.  The fish have been in the live wells all day and an extra half hour is going to do less harm than having them all crammed into baskets in the small pool.
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12.
NO boat shall leave the prescribed starting point i.e. SENANGA SAFARI LODGE nor shall any competitor commence fishing before the designated starting time and reporting to the Marshall.

13.

Competition times are as follows:


Saturday 5th July 2008:
Start

0700 hrs






Weigh-in
1700 hrs


Sunday 6st July 2008
:
Start

0700 hrs






Weigh-in
1700 hrs


Monday 7nd July 2008:
Start

0630 hrs






Weigh-in
1630 hrs


N.B. Please note the time changes on day three!
A card system will be put in place where the Captains will sign for daily records of catches.  All teams must return to the weigh-in point and have their cards signed by the Captain at each stipulated times.  At the closing times of each day a RED FLAG will be raised on the bank, at this time all boats must have their noses on the bank.  Teams arriving late will be penalized ONE (1) KILO FOR EACH MINUTE LATE.

14.
NO LITTERING.  This includes discarding of tackle packaging, line, etc.  Any team found littering will be DISQUALIFIED!!!
15.
All boats must report to weigh-in area, even if they are not weighing in a catch.  Therefore, those boats who have not checked in and a search party is sent out in vain, will be charged for the cost thereof and DISQUALIFIED from the competition.

16.
Only official ZSFA scales shall be used to determine the weight of any catch.

17.
In any dispute, the decision of the Committee shall be final.  NO WEIGHT MAY BE CHALLENGED AFTER THE OFFICIALS AT THE WEIGH-IN OFFICIALLY RECORD IT AND THE CAPTAIN HAS SIGNED THE TEAM’S CARDS.

18.
The Committee will officiate in any dispute arising during the competition and reserve the right to amend, cancel or establish new rules, which are deemed to be in the best interest of the competition.  Three Officials, elected at the Captains meeting, will help officiate at the weigh-in at the end of each competition day.
19.
If any team wishes to use any other equipment or method of fishing not covered by these rules, (which may raise objections during or after the competition) the Officials approval should be sought prior to the start of the competition.  This being in the best interests of all concerned.
20.
Any competitor who contravenes any of the general or specific rules of the competition or wilfully contrives in any way to unfairly or unnaturally increase the size of his/her catch, or acts in any manner not in the interests of this fishing competition, shall be totally disqualified and shall not be permitted to enter any future fishing competition.  The rights of acceptance of any competitor/s are reserved by the Executive Committee of the Zambia Sport Fishing Association.
21.
Any objection or challenge by a team against another for the infringement of rules must be lodged with Officials AT OR BEFORE THE WEIGH-IN ON THE SAME DAY AS THE ALLEGED INFRINGEMENT OCCURRED OTHERWISE IT WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED!
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22.
NO competitors’ boats will be allowed on the river under any circumstances after sundown, either on the practise day or official competition days EXCEPT OFFICIALS’ BOATS ON A RESCUE OPERATION.
23.
The Executive Committee of the Zambia Sport Fishing Association have vested in them the powers to amend, alter or revoke and decision before, during or after the competition.

24.
Competitors are advised that insurance of individuals, boats and equipment is the sole responsibility of themselves.  The Zambia Sport Fishing Association does not accept any liability for any form of loss or damage to equipment, belongings, etc and not for any injury or death of any competitor.

25.
Fishing boundaries are as follows:

· From directly in front of the Senanga Safari Lodge

· There will be no limit up river

· Downstream is NOT allowed and any boats found in that area will be DIQUALIFIED
26.
C A U T I O N !!!
PLEASE EXERCISE EXTREME CAUTION ON THE RIVER AT ALL TIMES!

THERE ARE SUBMERGED ROCKS IN SEVERAL PARTS OF THE RIVER WHICH MAY POSE HAZARDOUS TO BOATS.

